The  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  of  GOOLE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

HEALTH  OF  GOOLE 

FOR  THE  YEAR,  1918, 


A,  M.  ERSKINE,  M.D., 

B.Ch.,  D.P.H., 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 


Goole  : 

Settle  & Huson,  Printers,  Carlisle-st., 


1919. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


(7 


https://archive.org/details/b29262860 


Groole  Urban  District  Council. 


//////////////////////////A////^/////j 

•MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S 

ANNUAL  REPORT,  1918. 

Summary  of  Vital  and  Mortal  Statistics. 


POPULATION. 

For  Birth  Rate 

18,453 

For  Death  Rate 

16,469 

BIRTHS. 

Males 

234 

Females 

195 

Total 

429 

This  gives  a Birth  Bate  of  23  2 per  1000  of  the  population,  com- 
pared with  a total  of  389,  and  a Birth  Bate  of  2P2  for  the  year  191  G. 
The  Birth  Race  for  England  and  Wales  during  1918  was  1 7 • 7 . 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  38,  compared  with  20  in 
1916;  and  there  were  25  still  births,  compared  with  12  during  the 
previous  year. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  for  the  birth-rate 
is  only  18,453  for  the  year  1918,  compared  with  20,017  for  1916. 

MARRIAGES. 

There  were  41  Marriages  which  equals  a Marriage  Rate  of  15. 


DEATHS. 

Males  ...  222 

Females  ...  187 

Total  ...  409 

This  total  number  gives  a Death  Rate  of  24  8 per  1000  of  the 
population  and  compares  with  153  for  the  previous  year  and  1 7 '6 
for  the  whole  country. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  Births  for  the  Year  only  just  exceed 
the  Deaths,  in  other  words  the  natural  increase  of  population  is  only 
20  lives.  The  increased  number  of  deaths  is  due  entirely  to  Influenza 
with  its  complications,  and  Measles,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  following 
table  : 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  GOOLE  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1918. 

(CIVILIANS  ONLY). 


All  Causes 

• * f 

Males. 

222 

Females. 

187 

Enteric  Fever 

p 0 # 

0 

0 

Small  Pox 

p p • 

0 

0 

Measles 

• • 9 

20 

17 

Scarlet  Fever 

• a • 

1 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

• ♦ • 

3 

7 

Diphtheria  and  Croop 

a a a 

6 

7 

Influenza 

a a a 

34 

33 

Erysipelas 

• • • 

0 

0 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

• • • 

11 

11 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

a a a 

1 

3 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

• • • 

4 

0 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

f P • 

10 

10 

Rheumatic  fever 

♦ • • 

0 

0 

Meningitis 

« a • 

1 

1 

Organic  heart  disease 

17 

13 

Bronchitis 

a a • 

13 

13 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

a a a 

27 

15 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

a a a 

3 

3 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years). 

a a a 

1 

2 

Appendicits  and  Typhlitis 

a a a 

0 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

a a a 

0 

1 

Alcoholism 

• a a 

0 

0 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  disease 

a » a 

7 

4 

Puerperal  fever 

a a a 

0 

0 

Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  fever 

0 

2 

Congenital  debility,  &c. 

a a a 

7 

4 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

a a a 

7 

2 

Suicide 

a a a 

2 

0 

Other  defined  diseases 

a a a 

46 

38 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

a a a 

1 

1 

Special  Causes  (included  above) : 
Cerebro  Spinal  fever 

0 

0 

Poliomyelitis 

a a a 

0 

0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

of  age 

19 

15 

Illegitimate 

a a a 

3 

3 

Total  Births 

a a a 

234 

195 

Legitimate 

a a a 

208 

183 

Illegitimate 

• • • 

26 

12 

Population  : for  Birth  Rate  18,453, 

for  Death  Rate  16,469. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Under  this  heading  a different  picture  is  presented  and  affords 
a striking  illustration  of  the  work  that  is  being  done  at  the  Infants’ 
Welfare  Centre. 

Whilst  the  town  escaped  an  epidemic  of  Summer  Diarrhoea  it 
suffered  from  severe  epidemics  of  Measles  and  Influenza,  and  the 
milk  question  was  always  difficult.  We  were  able  to  overcome  the 
latter  difficulty  by  being  able  to  obtain  a continuous  supply  of  dried 
milk  powder,  and  a feature  of  the  death  returns  for  the  first  time  is 
the  small  number  (1)  of  premature  births  and  (2)  of  deaths  from 
congenital  debility  and  marasmus. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  was  34  equal  to  a 
death-rate  of  79  per  1000  births  registered.  Last  year  there  were  40 
deaths,  giving  a death-rate  of  86,  which  was  the  smallest  number  of 
deaths  hitherto  recorded  for  Goole  ; for  the  year  1918  I am  able  to 
give  a still  better  record. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the  smaller  towns  of  England 
and  Wales  during  the  year  was  94,  and  106  for  the  larger  towns. 


Particulars  of  the  deaths  are  aa  follows : 

Males  ...  19 

Females  ...  15 

Total  ...  34 

Infantile  Death  Rate  ...  79 

Illegitimate  Deaths,  Maies  3,  Females  3,  Rate  158 

Compared  with  a Legitimate  Death  Rate  of  71 

Measles  ...  2 

Whooping  Cough  ...  3 

Tubercular  Diseases  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  4 

Gastritis  . . 2 

Premature  Births  ...  6 

Congenital  Debility  and  Marasmus  ...  6 

Diarrhoea  ...  2 

Influenza  ...  3 

Sarcoma  ...  1 
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HEALTH  VISITOR’S  REPORT 
Births  notified  by  Doctors  ...  177 

,,  ,,  Mid  wives  ...  265 

,,  not  notified  and  attended  by  uncertificated  women  2 

Total  ...  444 


Total  First  Visits 
,,  After  ,. 

,,  Other  ,, 


444 

1545 

2052 


Total  ..  4041 

INFANTS’  WELFARE  CENTRE 
New  Cases  ...  50 

Total  Attendances  ...  430 

Weekly  average  ...  8 


During  the  Influenza  epidemic  the  Health  Visitor  devoted  all 
her  time  to  visiting  Influenza  patients  and  the  same  remark  applies 
to  the  Measles  epidemic  both  of  which  causes  affected  the  attendance 
of  babies  at  the  Centre  in  a marked  degree. 

Again  I would  direct  public  attention  to  the  custom  which  is 
almost  universal  in  Goole  of  babies  sleeping  with  their  parents  instead 
of  being  given  a separate  cot. 

As  a result  of  the  recent  visit  of  a Local  Government  Board 
Inspector,  an  official  communication  has  been  received  to  the  effect 
that  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  of  the  District  needs  to 
be  extended  and  developed,  particularly  in  the  following  directions  : 

I  Ante-Natal  work. 

II  Hospital  provision  for  complicated  maternity  cases,  including 

puerperal  fever. 

III  More  convenient  premises  for  the  Infants’  Welfare  Centre. 

IIII  Provision  of  Nursing  for  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea. 

Negotiations  on  these  lines  are  now  taking  place. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


NOTIFICATIONS. 

Diphtheria  ...  90 

Erysipelas  ...  10 

Enteric  fever  ...  3 

Scarlet  fever  ...  41 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  4 

Measles  (first  cases)  ...  565 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  26 

Other  Tubercular  Disease  ...  13 


7 


The  total  number  of  deaths  from  the  “ Seven  principal  epidemic 
diseases  ” namely,  Small-pox,  Measles,  Scarlet-fever,  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough,  “ fever  ” and  Diarrhoea  was  64  which  gives  a death 
rate  of  3 8 per  1000  of  the  population  of  16,4  69,  compared  with  5 
during  the  previous  year.  This  increased  rate  is  due  to  the  deaths 
from  Measles  (37)  and  Whooping  Cough  (10). 


GOOLE  JOINT  HOSPITAL,  YEARLY  EE  PORT. 

Mes.  & Mes.  & 

Total  Diph.  Scr.  Ent.  Mea.  Dip.  Pne.  Urb.  Eul 


Patients  in  hospital 


Dec.  31st,  1917 

8 

7 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

3 

Patients  admitted 

141 

93  39 

5 

1 

1 

2 

121 

20 

,,  Discharged 

118 

79  33 

4 

1 

0 

1 

100 

18 

,,  Died 

19 

13  3 

1 

0 

1 

1 

15 

4 

Remaining  Dec, 

31st,  1918. 

12 

8 4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

3 

Admissions. 

Urban  Patients. 

Rural  Patients. 

Diphtheria 

87 

6 

Scarlet  fever 

28 

11 

Enteric  fever 

3 

2 

Measles  and  Pneumonia 

2 

1 

Measles  and  Diphtheria 

1 

0 

Diptheria. 

13 


Patients  remaining  Dec.  31st,  1917  8 

,,  admitted  during  the  year  141 

,,  under  treatment  during  the  year  149 

Average  number  of  days  in  Hospital  22. 

Deaths.  Measles  & Measles  & 

Sc.  fever.  Enteric.  Diphtheria.  Pneumonia 
3 111 


MEASLES. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  an  epidemic  of  Measles. 

In  1916  there  had  been  a severe  epidemic  following  upon  several 
years  of  immunity. 

In  1917  there  were  19  cases  notified. 

Coming  to  the  Year  under  review,  in  January  one  case  was 
notified,  in  February  3 cases,  March  6 cases.  Towards  the  end  of  April 
the  disease  became  epidemic  mainly  amongst  the  children  attending 
the  Pasture  Road  School  which  is  a purely  Infants  School,  and  it  was 
this  School  which  escaped  in  great  measure  during  the  1916  epidemic 

The  epidemic  lasted  during  the  months  of  May  and  June  and 
affected  the  whole  district. 
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We  had  knowledge  of  over  500  primary  cases  i.e.  first  cases  in 
a household,  and  there  were  37  deaths. 

During  the  epidemic  the  Health  Visitor  devoted  all  her  time  to 
visiting  cases.  Precautionary  leaflets  were  distributed,  Hospital 
treatment  was  offered  in  several  instances  but  only  accepted  in  two, 
School  closure  was  adopted,  including  the  Sunday  Schools  and 
Cinema  Theatres. 


INFLUENZA. 


Following  upon  the  epidemic  of  Measles,  cases  of  Influenza 
became  so  numerous  amongst  school  children  (in  July)  that  I advised 
closure  of  the  Elementary  Schools  for  the  Summer  holidays  one  week 
earlier  than  arranged. 

No  further  evidence  of  Influenza  was  observed  until  the  explo- 
sive outbreak  of  the  disease  in  the  beginning  of  October,  continuing 
until  the  end  of  the  year. 

67  deaths  were  recorded  as  directly  due  to  Influenza,  with,  in 
addition,  42  deaths  from  Pneumonia,  for  the  whole  year. 

Analyzing  the  death  returns  for  the  week  ending : — 

Oct.  12  there  were  0 deaths  from  Influenza  and  0 deaths  from  Bron- 


Nov. 


> 7 


7 7 


5 7 


Dec. 


77 


26 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

7 

14 

21 

31 


7 7 


7 7 


7 7 


7 7 


7 ) 


77 


2 

6 

9 

9 

8 

6 

4 

9 

3 

3 


7 7 


7 1 


7 5 


1 

1 

5 

6 
7 
5 
1 
2 
2 
2 


chitis  & Pneu- 
monia 


7 7 


Giving  a total  of  59  ,,  ,,  32  ,, 

Of  these  total  deaths  there  were  26  males  and  33  females  from 
Influenza  and  18  males  and  14  females  from  Pneumonia,  constituting 
nearly  a quarter  of  the  total  deaths  for  the  whole  year. 


Arranged  according  to  age  periods 

Influenza. 

Pneumonia  & Bronchitis. 

Under  1 

3 

1 

1—  5 

4 

6 

5—15 

6 

4 

15—25 

10 

4 

25—45 

25 

6 

over  45 

11 

11 

At  the  beginning  of  the  epidemic  the  Schools  of  the  town  were  closed 

for  a fortnight  and 

children  excluded 

from  the  Cinema  Theatres. 
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The  Health  Visitor  devoted  all  her  time  to  visiting  and  assisting 
in  nursing,  and  at  my  request  the  County  Council  sent  us  a School 
Nurse  for  a fortnight. 

HOUSING. 

A comprehensive  scheme  providing  for  400  houses  has  been 
presented  and  adopted  by  the  Council. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

A Clinic  for  Venereal  Diseases  has  been  established  at  the  Bar- 
tholomew Hospital. 

METEOROLOGY. 

Rainfall  in  1918  at  Goole,  in  the  County  of  l7ork. 

Rain  Guage  : Diameter  of  funnel  at  top,  5 in.  ; height  of  top  above 
ground,  2 feet ; height  of  top  above  sea  level,  18  feet. 

The  Resident  Agent,  Aire  and  Calder  Navigation,  has  kindly 
furnished  me  with  the  following  particulars  : — 

RAINFALL.  TEMPERATURE. 

Greatest 


No.  of 

fall  in 

Total 

days  with 

24  hours 

Month 

depth 

•01  or  more 

depth 

ins. 

recorded. 

ins. 

Max. 

Min. 

Mean. 

January 

1-28 

15 

.25 

52 

18 

35- 

February 

1-71 

14 

•36 

55 

29 

42- 

March 

1.18 

10 

•50 

64 

31 

47-5 

April 

1 52 

12 

•63 

64 

33 

48-5 

May 

3 01 

11 

•56 

82 

40 

61. 

June 

1-09 

10 

•39 

80 

42 

61. 

July 

4-74 

16 

P87 

76 

42 

58  5 

August 

3-89 

11 

1.43 

81 

47 

64- 

September 

5 16 

25 

•76 

70 

40 

55- 

October 

1-37 

15 

*37 

63 

33 

48- 

November 

1 73 

11 

•56 

56 

27 

41-5 

December 

4-28 

22 

•54 

56 

29 

42-5 

30-96  172 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  reports  as  follows  : — 


Inspections  made  during  the  Year  ...  2000 

Informal  notices  served  ...  155 

Informal  notices  complied  with  ...  149 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  0 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  0 

Verbal  Notices  given  ...  23 

Summonses  issued  ...  0 
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Nuisances  not  abated  at  end  of  year 
House  drains  repaired  and  defects  remedied 
Back  yards  repaved  or  repaired 
Kitchen  floors  repaved  or  repaired 
Removal  of  Rabbits  Fowls,  &c. 

Removal  of  Rigs 

Dirty  houses  and  outhouses  cleansed,  etc 
Hen  Coops,  Rabbit  Hutches,  etc.  removed 
Stables  relime  washed 
Defective  and  choked  W.C’s. 

Defective  W.C.  Soilpipes  and  Ventilators  • • 

Defective  Sink-pipes,  new  ones  provided 

Houses  overcrowded 

Cellar  kitchens  occupied  as  dwellings 

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed  after  infection  ... 

Manure  and  other  refuse  removed 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  dealt  with 

Privy  middens  abolished 

W.C’s.  provided  in  place  of  Privy  middens 

W.C’s  provided  in  place. Box  closets 

Defective  and  broken  soil  boxes  replaced 

Broken  Soil  box  doors 

Defective  Soil  box  holes  repaved  with  concrete  ... 
New  Dust  bins  provided  in  place  of  detective  ones 
Defective  cave  and  Downfall  Spoutings 


6 

4 

3 

2 

1 

G 

1 

1 

0 

9 

1 

2 

0 

0 

123 

3 

7 

0 

0 

3 

190 

51 

1 

20 
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NIGHT  SCAVENGING,  ETC. 

The  collection  of  Nightsoil  and  lumbersome  refuse  has  been 
carried  out  satisfactorily. 

Nightsoil  collected  10/  00  loads,  approximate  7,050  Tons. 

Lumbersome  refuse  collected  2.050  loads,  approx.  1415  Tons. 

No.  of  Soil  boxes  emptied  weekly  3764. 

No.  of  Ashpits  emptied  once  a month  181. 

All  Nightsoil  and  lumbersome  refuse  is  taken  a good  distance 
from  the  town,  where  it  is  buried  and  covered  with  a good  layer  of 
earth. 

PUBLIC  MORTUARY. 

Sixteen  bodies  have  been  conveyed  to  the  Mortuary. 


FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

These  shops  have  been  regularly  inspected.  Their  condition  was 
generally  clean  and  tidy.  No  complaints  have  been  made. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

The  Bakehouses  in  the  District  have  been  regularly  inspected 
and  found  clean  and  in  a Sanitary  condition. 


Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  Year  1918. 

{Provisional  figures.  Populations  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1918  have  been  used  for  the  purposes  of  this  Table). 
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* Non-civilians  are  included  in  these  figures  for  England  and  Wales  but  not  for  other  areas. 


